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I will continue to report periodically to the
Congress on significant developments, pursuant
to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 19, 1996.

Remarks in Woodland, Washington
September 19, 1996

Hello. Thank you. It’s a lot drier than it was
the last time I was here, on Valentine’s Day.
I’m glad to see you all. And I am so thankful
that you’re out here. I don’t know if you can
hear, but the Vice President and I are glad
to be here, and we’re glad to be here with
Gary Locke and Mona Lee Locke, and I hope—
[applause].

Thank you so much for coming out. Where’s
Brian Baird? Is he here? Democratic nominee
for Congress, Brian Baird.

Folks, when I was here after the flood, I
was so impressed with all of you—is this better?
Is it better? [Applause]

When I was here after the flood, I was so
impressed with all of you I talked about it for
months and months and months. And I wrote
a book to prepare for the campaign to tell the
American people what I wanted to do in 4 more
years and where I wanted our country to go.
And I have a couple of mentions in that book
of the day I spent here with you, the people
I met, and the impression you made on me.

So I came back here to thank you for what
you did in demonstrating the best of America.

I want to introduce the Vice President. He
wants to say a word or two. And we want to
get out and shake hands, but in 6 weeks and
5 days we’re going to elect the last President
of the 20th century, the first President of the
21st century. We have worked hard to put this
country on the right track. We are better off
than we were 4 years ago, but we’ve got a
lot left to do. Will you help us build that bridge
to the 21st century? [Applause]

We need you. Thank you. God bless you.
We’re glad to be here. Say hello to Vice Presi-
dent Gore.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:03 p.m. at Horse-
shoe Park. In his remarks, he referred to Gary
Locke, Washington gubernatorial candidate, and
his wife, Mona Lee Locke; and Brian Baird, can-
didate for Washington’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Vancouver, Washington
September 19, 1996

The President. Thank you. Hello, Vancouver!
Thank you for being here in such wonderful
numbers. Thank you for waiting for us. We have
had a wonderful, wonderful trip all the way from
Tacoma; we started this morning in the rain.
There were about 25,000 people there, and then
the Sun came out, and then the Sun went in,
and the Moon came out—[laughter]—and we
came to beautiful Vancouver. Thank you. Bless
you.

Thank you, Gary Locke, for being with us
and good luck—we need you. I hope you’ll help

him become the next Governor of the State
of Washington. And thank you, Brian Baird, for
taking on this brave fight for Congress. Con-
gratulations on your great vote on Tuesday. Stick
with him, folks. This young man can make it,
and he’ll represent you well.

Hillary and Tipper and Al and I, we’ve had
a wonderful visit in Washington State. It’s great
to be back. I was just up the road, Woodland,
where I came when the flood came, you know,
and I saw some of the people I met there.
I was so moved by the way they responded
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to the flood, by what they did, that I wrote
about them in the book I put out this year
as part of telling the American people what I
wanted to do for the next 4 years.

And I have to tell you, when I go around
to these communities in your wonderful State,
I see all of the children coming out, full of
hope for the future, I see all of you come out,
determined to play a constructive role in this
election, it is so different from the way it was
beginning to be 4 years ago when we had a
stagnant economy, rising crime, a more divided
country, and increasing cynicism. Today, we’re
on the right track for the 21st century, and
we need to stay right on it.

My fellow Americans, this election in 6 weeks
and 5 days is an election for the last President
of the 20th century and the first President of
the 21st century. But by far more important,
it’s an election that will shape what America
will be like when our children are our age.

The questions I try to ask and answer every
day are: First, what do we have to do to keep
the American dream alive for every American,
every boy and girl willing to work for it? Second,
what do we have to do to keep our country
coming together? We’re becoming increasingly
diverse and different. How can we come to-
gether in mutual respect to build the bonds
of strong communities to make a strong nation?
How can we beat the odds and not become
like so many other countries that are being torn
apart by their differences, their religious, their
racial, their ethnic, their tribal differences?
That’s not America. We need to be a strong
community, just like this is a strong community.
And finally, how can we keep on leading the
world for peace and freedom and prosperity?
We’ve worked on that for 4 years, with a simple
strategy: opportunity for every American, re-
sponsibility from every American, and a real ef-
fort to build our community together.

Now, I tell you, yes, we’re better off than
we were 4 years ago, and it wasn’t an accident.
And yes, there are big differences between our
opponents, the nominee for President, Senator
Dole; Mr. Gingrich; and all of them—we fought
over many different issues that we honestly dis-
agreed on. They said if our budget plan passed,
it would bring on a recession and increase the
deficit; that’s what they said. Well, 4 years later
we’ve reduced the deficit 4 years in a row for
the first time since the 1840’s, we have 101⁄2
million new jobs, our auto industry is number

one, we have record exports, record small busi-
nesses. I think we were right. We’re moving
in the right direction. We’ll balance the budget
if you’ll give us 4 more years.

There’s been a lot of talk—a lot of talk—
about crime. Well, folks, you never heard a poli-
tician who was for crime, did you? I never heard
a politician give a speech saying, ‘‘I really wish
we had more crime.’’ Of course, we’re all against
crime, but what I found when I came to Wash-
ington is, we’d had 6 long years of talks, and
nothing but hot air and nothing to show for
it.

We passed a crime bill that our opponents
led the opposition to, to put 100,000 police on
the street, to have a ‘‘three strikes and you’re
out’’ law, to have much tougher punishment,
to ban 19 kinds of assault weapons, to protect
hunting and sporting weapons. We passed the
Brady bill over their opposition. What’s hap-
pened? Four years in a row, we’re halfway home
on 100,000 police; we stopped them when they
tried to repeal the 100,000 police; we took the
assault weapons off the street; 60,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers didn’t get handguns, but
all the Washington hunters still have their hunt-
ing rifles. I believe we were right, and they
were wrong, and we need to keep on going
in that direction.

We’ve moved almost 2 million people off the
welfare rolls, increased child support collections
by 40 percent. There are a million fewer crime
victims in America today. We are moving in
the right direction. As the Vice President said,
while growing the economy we’ve worked hard
to make the air cleaner, the drinking water and
the food safer, to protect our natural resources
and to expand them.

Folks, we’re moving in the right direction.
And I want to ask you to help me build a
bridge to the 21st century where we keep clean-
ing up the environment, where we keep bringing
crime down. If we bring it down 8 years in
a row instead of 4, it’ll be about low enough
so we’ll actually be surprised when we see a
crime on the evening news at night, and our
children will be safe on the streets.

I want you to help me to keep building strong
families. One of the most interesting issues of
this election is that the first bill I signed when
I became President was a bill, again, which was
opposed by my opponent and Speaker Gingrich.
They led the opposition to it, the family and
medical leave law. They said it was bad for

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00580 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1627

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Sept. 19

business, bad for business to say you could have
a little time off when your baby is born or
your parent’s sick without losing your job. We
did it. Twelve million families have taken advan-
tage of it, and 101⁄2 million jobs later, we know
it was good for business. America is stronger
when we can raise our children and work and
succeed at the same time.

So I want you to help me do better. I’d
like to see people be able to take a little time
off to go to their children’s regular meetings
with their teachers, the parent-teacher con-
ferences, and take their folks to medical appoint-
ments, and we’ll be stronger because of it. Will
you help me build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. I want to build a bridge to

the 21st century where we keep this economy
growing, where we expand trade even more.
Washington State—because we’ve had over 200
separate trade agreements, the people of Wash-
ington are selling more airplanes, more com-
puter software, and apples from Washington for
the first time all the way in Japan. We need
more of that, and I will give you more of it.

We need to balance the budget, and we can
cut taxes. But we only can cut the taxes that
we can pay for balancing the budget. Why? Be-
cause when we bring this deficit down, it keeps
interest rates down; it means your car payment,
your credit card payment, your house payments
are lower; it means businesses can borrow
money to hire people to grow the economy.
We have to continue.

We cannot have a tax cut that’s so big that
we have to have the Government start bor-
rowing more money again to drive up your in-
terest rates. Somebody gives you that kind of
a tax cut, they’re going to take it right back
out in higher interest rates for credit cards, car
payments, and home mortgages, and businesses
won’t be growing again.

So yes, let’s cut taxes for education, for
childrearing, for medical care, for buying that
first-time home. Let’s don’t charge people a tax
on the gain when they sell their homes, but
let’s pay for it in a balanced budget. Let’s do
that.

Finally, let me remind you what is at stake.
We also have to balance the budget without
undermining our commitments to education, to
the environment, to Medicaid’s commitment to
little children, to the seniors in nursing homes,

to families with disabilities, most of them middle
class families, without creating a two-tier system
of Medicare that will be unfair to our seniors.
We can do that, folks, without walking away
from research.

I want you to think about this. We have to
balance the budget, but we do not have to cut
Head Start. We do not have to raise taxes on
the poorest working people. We do not have
to do it in ways that allow corporations to raid
their workers’ pension funds. We don’t have to
do it in a way that abolishes the safe and drug-
free school program, the AmeriCorps program,
gets rid of direct student loans which have
helped millions and millions of young people
in this country. They were wrong. Our way of
balancing the budget is better. And I hope you’ll
support it. Will you help us build that bridge
to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Finally, most important of all,

we’ve got to create a bridge that all of our
children can walk across that gives every Amer-
ican without regard to their age access to a
lifetime of educational opportunity.

And I just want to mention two things. Num-
ber one, I want to see every classroom and
library in America hooked up to the Internet
by the year 2000, hooked up to the World Wide
Web. I want to make sure that children in small
towns, children in inner-city neighborhoods,
children in Native American tribes on reserva-
tions—children everywhere—for the first time
in the history of this country have access to
the same learning in the same way at the same
level of quality in the same time—everybody.
It has never happened. We can do it. Will you
help me build that bridge to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. And the second thing I want

to say is, I want you to help me make a college
education available to every single American cit-
izen who needs it. And we propose to do it
with three simple steps.

First, let families save in an IRA, an individual
retirement account, and then withdraw from it
tax-free if they’re spending the money on a col-
lege education for their children or themselves.

Second, second, let’s make a commitment that
by the year 2000, at least 2 years of education
after high school, a community college diploma,
will be just as normal, just as usual, just as
universal as a high school diploma is today. We
can do it. Here’s how: I propose to let you
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take a credit, just take it off your taxes, dollar
for dollar, for the cost of tuition at the typical
community college in America. You go find the
college, reduce your taxes by the tuition. That
way we’ll pay for everybody who needs it to
go to community college. And we can do it
and balance the budget.

And third, third, for people who want to go
to the 4-year colleges or to graduate school—
of any age—people that were working and have
to go back—I think we should allow you a de-
duction on your taxes of up to $10,000 for the
cost of college tuition every year. Will you help
me build that bridge to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Folks, there are 6 weeks and

5 days to this election. I have done everything
I could do to make this an election of ideas,
not insults, to stop the old-fashioned Washington
politics of dividing people. There was a sign
at our last rally that said, ‘‘We don’t need divi-

sion. We need vision.’’ And I believe that. We
need more of that.

So I want to ask you: Will you take some
time every day that you possibly can between
now and the election to reach out to your family
members, your friends, your parents, your chil-
dren, your cousins, your uncles, your aunts, your
coworkers, the people you go bowling with, the
people you ate lunch with and talk to them
about what they want America to look like when
we start that new century?

I’m telling you, there is no nation in the world
as well-positioned as the United States for the
21st century. It is there for us if we build the
right bridge. Our best days are ahead if you
will help us build that bridge to tomorrow. Will
you do it?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:27 p.m. at Fort
Vancouver Park.

Remarks on Concluding a Bus Tour in Portland, Oregon
September 20, 1996

Thank you. Good morning, Portland! Mayor
Katz, Congresswoman Furse, Tom Bruggere,
Darlene Hooley, Mike Dugan. Thank you all
for being here with us. Madame Mayor and
Congresswoman Furse, thank you for making
us feel so welcome in Portland again. Maybe
I come back here so often because I like it.

I must say, I have to hand it to the Vice
President. I didn’t think anyone could keep a
secret in Washington. Al Gore cut a book deal
with a book full of secrets. It never leaked.
Now he’s telling it all, and he wrote the book
under his own name. Al Gore is doing for the
Federal Government what he did for the
macarena. He is removing all the unnecessary
steps. [Laughter] Now, he’s got some funny
names here. He calls for performance-based or-
ganizations—that’s sort of a boring title. I think
we ought to scrap that title and substitute some-
thing more exciting, like ‘‘Trailblazers.’’ Would
you like that? [Applause]

I want to thank Tipper Gore and the First
Lady, too, for some things they’ve already talked
about. You know, we’ve worked very hard to

improve the health care of the American people.
That’s a big part of moving into the 21st cen-
tury, to immunize more children, to increase
medical research, to speed the movement of
drugs to market. In only 4 years we’ve more
than doubled the life expectancy of people with
HIV and AIDS in just 4 years, as an example.
Finally, we got the Congress to pass the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill that says to 25 million
Americans, you can’t lose your health insurance
or have it taken away anymore just because
someone in your family gets sick or because
you change jobs.

And yesterday we had three big victories.
Congress did, as Hillary said, answer our call
to tell the insurance companies that newborns
and their mothers deserve at least 48 hours in
the hospital. They can’t be kicked out 8 hours
after delivery anymore. Congress responded to
the work that Tipper Gore has been doing for
years and years and years in a bipartisan fashion
that also included Senator Domenici from New
Mexico in saying that it is time to ensure that
people who need treatment for mental illness
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